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Course Description  
 
AP Language and Compostion is a hybrid junior-year course at Everett Alvarez High School, 
blending the traditional English 11 American Literature curriculum with The College Board’s 
AP Language and Composition curriculum. The course exposes students to the major periods, 
writers, and texts of American literature, and also, incorporates the College Board’s ethos by 
“[engaging] students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of rhetorical 
contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes. Both their 
writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions among a writer’s 
purposes, audience expectations, and subjects, as well as the way genre conventions and the 
resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing.” This junior-level course 
approximates a college-level writing course. Students study rhetoric, read novels and non-fiction 
articles, and write a variety of original essays, in a variety of rhetorical modes.  The AP English 
Language course is developed based on AP English Language and Composition guidelines for 
students who are willing to do college-level work during high school. Students should expect to 
devote sufficient time and energy to complete rigorous coursework—extensive reading and 
writing, AP test preparation, vocabulary practice, use of rhetoric, collaborative language arts 
assignments, and peer/group discussion activities including Socratic seminars.  
 
Course Objectives 
  
Students are expected to read critically, think analytically, use internet sources astutely, and 
communicate clearly in writing and speaking for academic and everyday life. This course is 
organized according to the requirements and guidelines set by the current AP English Course 
Description. This course also teaches skills needed to earn a qualifying score on the Advanced 
Placement test and meet SUHSD 11th grade English language arts standards.  
By the end of the course, students should be able to do the following with competence:  
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• Read from a variety of historical periods and disciplines  
• Identify audience, purpose, and strategies in texts  
• Analyze the types of arguments that writers use  
• Write formally and informally for a variety of audiences  
• Write expository, analytical, and argumentative essays  
• Understand writing processes and the importance of revision  
• Recognize techniques in visual as well as verbal arguments  
• Synthesize ideas and information from various sources  
• Know how to interpret information presented in notes and citations  
• Use the conventions of standard written English 
 

2019 Summer Assignment 
 

Your 2019 AP Language Summer assignment will be based on and around the novel, Atlas 
Shrugged, by Ayn Rand. The first part of your assignment, of course, is to read the novel. I 
suggest that you spend an hour a day reading. The novel is quite extensive at 1069 pages and you 
must manage your time wisely this summer to complete it. If you spend an hour a day reading, 
at, give or take, 60 pages per hour, then it will take you about 18 days to complete. This timeline 
is only a guide as you can, and should, read at your own pace according to what is most 
comfortable for you. You will have 5 assignments in conjunction with reading the novel. These 
include pre-reading questions, due before Summer vacation, anticipation questions, chapter 
vocabulary, comprehension questions, and finally, an essay, which are all due the following 
Monday when we return from Summer vacation. All of the assignments are posted in Google 
Classroom (w4cwxj1). I have 100 copies of Atlas Shrugged in my classroom. (605) Please visit 
me at your leisure to get a copy. 136 students are registered for this class so copies of the book 
will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis. I suggest you come as soon as possible. 
(Tomorrow morning). If you are not able to procure a copy from me, I suggest checking our 
local libraries, and, if possible, buy your own copy on Amazon. You can pick up a used copy for 
a few dollars. I have also posted a link to the online text of the novel in Google Classroom. I do; 
however, prefer you to read the physical book. If you have any questions please come see me or 
e-mail me before Summer vacation. I may or may not have time to check my school e-mail 
during the Summer. 


